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Who We Are: Mission Statement
The ICJJ seeks to reduce incarceration as a response to 
social problems in Alameda County, California, and to 
decrease harmful conditions in the jail.

We advocate to decrease the number of those imprisoned 
and close the revolving door to jail -- especially for those 
with mental health or housing needs. The jail must be safe, 
humane, and supportive of successful reentry into our 
communities.
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Skyline Community Church
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Protest Jail Deaths – May 24

Deaths Continue to Mount
There have been 58 in-custody deaths at  
Alameda County’s Santa Rita Jail since 2014. 
Eight have occurred in the past 12 months. Many 
of them have been murders committed right in 
the jail. There have been at least 18 suicides. 
A recent report to the Mental Health Advisory 
Board found 22% of the jail population suffers 
from a serious mental illness. 

Racial Injustice
According to jail statistics, of those incarcerated 
at Santa Rita, 49% are Black and 28% are Latinx, a 
total of 77% of those incarcerated (Vera Institute,
2022). Yet Black and Latinx make up only 33% of 
the overall county population. Another 65% of 
the population is categorized as Asian American, 
Pacific Islander, or White, compared to 21% of 
those in jail custody (Vera Institute).The death 
rate at Santa Rita Jail is 25% higher than the 
average for the six other Bay Area counties (CA 
State Auditor, 2022). The Sheriff’s spokesman 
deplores the deaths, but claims they can’t be 
prevented. Yet the evidence of cruel indifference 
and neglect continues to mount. Following are a 
few examples.

Coverups and Lies
In November last year two men died on the same 
day. A former Longshoreman, Devin Darrel West, 
was reportedly murdered by a cellmate. Yet when 
his mother called to check on him, she was told 
he had been released from custody. Yes, he had 
been released - to his maker! On the same day, 
Maurice Monk was found dead in his cell. His 
sister had been trying to get the jail medical staff 
to give him the medications he needed for his 
high blood pressure and diabetes. The Sheriff’s 
spokesman reported that he died of “natural 
causes.” An investigation may determine whether
the lack of proper medications led to his death.  
However, since in Alameda County the Sheriff 
also serves as Coroner, family and community 
members will want to see an investigation 
conducted by a reputable independent forensic 
pathologist.

Murder Not Reported for Months
In June of 2020 the murder of Donald Nelson 
occurred in the busy booking area of the jail. 
He died of injuries received from an alleged 
beating by his cellmate. Nelson was found 
unconscious in a holding cell with his cellmate 
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“repeatedly stomping” his 
head. He suffered a brain 
bleed, a broken spine and 
other serious injuries which 
led to his death. The Sheriff 
never publicly reported the 
beating or resultant death. 
(Mercury News 11-24-20) The 
murder was only discovered 

months later in court filings when the assailant 
was charged. 

When the Sheriff’s spokesperson was asked 
by a reporter why the death was not publicly 
announced, he replied that it would have been 
if someone had filed a public records request 
for information about the death. Of course, not 
knowing of the death, a public records request 
for it could not be made. The public needs to 
be informed of every death in the jail when they 
occur, as was previously the practice.

Board of Supervisors Complicit
Under state law the circumstances of every in-
custody death must be reported to the California 
Department of Justice. Sheriff’s policy requires 

concurrent notification to the President of the 
Board of Supervisors. Since last year, every single 
member of the Board of Supervisors has been 
notified. Despite repeated pleas from public 
advocates, Board members continue to keep 
those deaths secret. Even family members are 
denied information on the deaths of their loved 
ones. The public only learns of the deaths weeks 
or months later.

We Demand Accountability
The Sheriff is an elected official, but the Board 
of Supervisors can take three immediate actions.  
• The Board of Supervisors can release 

information of in-custody deaths upon receipt 
of the information. 

• The Board can appoint a coroner independent 
of the Sheriff’s Office.

• The Board can enact independent oversight 
of the Sheriff in accordance with AB 1185.

58 People Have Died in Santa Rita Jail—
the Highest Rate of Death in NorCal Jails

Sheriff Ahern and Board of Supervisors 
must act to stop further deaths.

11:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 24
Alameda County Administration Building
1221 Oak Street(@12th Street), Oakland

Register: tinyurl.com/JailJusticeRally

Stop The Deaths in Our County Jail! Vigil and Rally

More info: 
510-575-5926

 amonroe@jps.net

Join us to:
• Uplift the 58 names of people who have died because 

of the conditions in Santa Rita Jail;
• Pray that the County 

Supervisors will stand 
in their power to stop 
future deaths;

• Walk in procession 
with families directly 
impacted by jail 
conditions.

Stop the Deaths in Our County Jail! Vigil and Rally

Join us on May 24 as we 
demand action!

The event will begin with a ritual of placing flowers and photographs 
commemorating those that have died takes place, followed by speakers.
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VOTE  WOKE!!!VOTE  WOKE!!!
ALAMEDA 

COUNTY DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY &  

SHERIFF IMPACT 
ALL OF US!

BE SURE TO VOTE YOUR CHOICE
Ballots Mailed to All Registered  

Voters On or after May 9th

Final day to vote is JUNE 7th

More on the DA & Sheriff: fiaeastbay.org
More on Voting in Alameda: acvote.org



This year’s elections are extraordinarily important.  
All Alameda County Registered Voters should receive ballots in the mail.  

Can we count on you to vote?

For the Sheriff and the District Attorney, because of the way the June 7 primary election works, if 
one of the candidates receives over 50% of the vote, there will be no runoff during the November 
general election. This is especially likely in the case of the incumbent Sheriff, who has never before 
faced opposition during his 16 years in office.
  
This is a new era!  Consider your options and Vote Your Values. See below for more information 
including a sample of “conservative” and “progressive” endorsements.
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  June 7, 2022 Alameda County - Voter guide 

2 Offices CANDIDATES
    Top Progressive 
Endorsements **

Top Conservative Endorsements 
**

Alameda County 
District Attorney

Pamela Price
Wellstone Democratic Club & 

Alameda Progressives

Seth Steward
Latine Young Democrats of the 

East Bay & Mia Bonta

Terry Wiley Albany Democratic Club
Alameda County Police Chiefs 

and Sheriffs Association

Jimmie L. Wilson
Hayward, Oakland, & San 

Leandro Police Officers 
Associations

Alameda County 
Sheriff/Coroner

Gregory J. Ahern 
(incumbent)

AC Republican Party and 
Livermore Police Officers 

Association

Yesenia Sanchez
Wellstone Democratic Club & 

Latine Young Democrats of the 
East Bay

Joann Walker
Wellstone Democratic Club & 
Dan Kalb, Oakland City Council

 ** See candidates websites for complete list of endorsements

Ballots will be mailed to all registered voters on MAY 9th
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https://fiaeastbay.org/vote-your-values/

